22 CREATIVE IMPULSE IN INDUSTRY

business would overreach itself and defeat its
own purpose, grew out of the expectation that
its tribute exactions would draw the subjects
of capital together in a common defensive move-
ment ; that the movement on account of its num-
bers would overturn business and that in place
of private management democratic control
would be instituted. Some such outcome, sooner
or later, seems inevitable if civilization is
scheduled to advance. The labor union move-
ment, unlike the political socialist revolutionary
movement, undertakes in its operation to supply
labor with a certain working content, which the
administrative scheme of industry has excluded
from the experience of its workers. But this
content is not sufficient to stimulate the imagi-
nation of the trade unionists with the thought
that the world of industry is the field of creative
adventure. Their conception born of experi-
ence is not so flattering. It would be a brave
man who would undertake to convince the twen-
tieth century adult wage earner, involved in
modern methods of machine production, that
his poverty is less in his possession of wealth
than in his growth and in his creative oppor-
tunity.

The industrial changes which the labor move-